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been previously made. In consequence of that answer the Hon. 
W. C. Woodin, of the Senate, deemed it his duty to demand that 
a real investigation should be made, and a committee consisting 
of himself and Messrs. Pitts and Fowler have, for nearly two* 
years, been engaged in conducting a minute and exhaustive in¬ 
quiry into the whole system of insane-asylum management as it 
exists in this State. A few weeks ago they submitted their re¬ 
port; of which, as yet, only a synopsis has been published, but we 
have enough to know that the charges made have been abun¬ 
dantly sustained, and that the New York Neurological Society is 
completely vindicated from the malicious and mendacious as¬ 
saults of Messrs. Goebel and Goodwin and the “asylum ring ” in 
general. Of course the “ ring ” is making strenuous exertions to 
prevent the publication of the report, but in this attempt they 
will probably not succeed. When it makes its appearance we 
shall review it in full in our pages. In the meantime, however, it 
is a source of gratification to us, as it doubtless is to the Neuro¬ 
logical Society, and especially its Committee on Asylum Abuses, 
that a special committee of the Senate, working in the interest of 
the public, should have had the fairness to enter upon its labors 
in the true spirit of decency and truth—a feature which was en¬ 
tirely lacking in its predecessor, composed of those two shining 
political lights—Messrs. Goebel, of this city, and Goodwin, of 
Utica,—both of whom are, as we are happy to say, still in that 
seclusion to which their constituents consigned them. 

We gladly give prominence to several pertinent neurological 
questions addressed to the medical profession, in circular form, 
by Dr. H. H. Kane, of this city. Dr. Kane asks : 

“ Have you ever seen any cases of insanity, temporary or per¬ 
manent, or any deviation from the normal mental or moral 
state that could be traced directly to the use of a single large dose, 
or the continued use of opium, or any of its preparations or alka¬ 
loids ? ” 

The same question is asked concerning chloral hydrate, bro¬ 
mide of potassium, and other drugs. 
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As Dr. Kane truly remarks: “The subject is one of so much 
importance, medico-legally and otherwise, and so very little is to 
be found upon it in works on insanity, that it merits the attention 
asked for it.” Perhaps the most interesting field of inquiry in 
this direction will be found in connection with the use of the 
bromides. It is the fashion of the day to use these remedies in large 
doses (60 to 200 grains daily) during one or several days. There 
seems to be little doubt that a transitory form of insanity has been 
occasionally observed in consequence of this treatment. The case 
of the physician of Hartford who jumped overboard from a steam¬ 
boat during an attack of insanity said to have been produced by 
taking several ounces of bromide of potassium, will be recollected 
by many. Similar cases doubtless exist, and if collected and 
studied authentically would serve as valuable guides, both from a 
therapeutic and diagnostic point of view. That the bromides may 
not be as harmless in large doses as is commonly held, has already 
been made tolerably clear by reports of fatal or well-nigh fatal re¬ 
sults from their use. Dr. Beard relates several cases of prolonged 
stupor, arising quickly after large doses; and Dr. Christian Fenger 
reports a case of poisoning by 300 grains of bromide of potash : 
stupor existed for twenty-eight hours and death then ensued. 

We shall await with interest the results of Dr. Kane’s inquiries. 


A petition addressed to the President and asking for a stay of 
proceedings in the Guiteau case, and for the appointment of a 
commission to examine into Guiteau’s mental condition, has been 
extensively circulated among members of the medical profession 
of New York. We understand that a similar petition has been 
started in Boston and that both are being generally signed. In 
general, the grounds of the New York appeal to Executive inter¬ 
ference are : 

First. That it is the concurrent verdict of the leading expert 
authorities of the country that Guiteau has been insane for more 
than twenty years. 

Secondly. That the opinion of these authorities, under right 



